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MOHAMMED, PROPHET OF ISLAM 

Dear Friend: 

Mohammed, Prophet of Islam, the "Desired of heaven, exclaimed: {God is great! There is no God 
all Nations," was born in Mecca on the 23rd of but God, and I am his Prophet: Heaven and earth, 
April, A. D. 571, at the hour of the rising of the we are assured, were agitated at his advent. The 
morning star. He was born into one of the noblest lake Sawa shrank back into its secret springs, leav
families of Arabia which traced its genealogy back ing its borders dry; while the Tigris, bursting its 
to the patriarch Abraham. The name of the bounds, overflowed the neighboring lands. The Pal
Prophet's father was Abdallah and his mother was ace of Khosru, the king of Persia, shook to its foun-
Amina of the family of Zuhra. The parents of the dations, and several of its towers were toppled to the 
Prophet were of exceptional virtue in strong con- earth." 

trast to the general corruption of their day, and The time of the Prophet's birth was also remem
their marriage, the mingling of two noble houses, bered because it coincided with the effort made by 
was a matter of great rejoicing. The shadow of the Christian chief Abraha to destroy the Caaba at 
death, however, was present at the nuptials. Ab- Mecca. The Meccans, being outnumbered by their 

---=~--.-J,1JIm~, pl~Jm:bby-~e~ef. his busj~~.......e ~ Ther-40r-ead ---=enmc-~s;~uld- n()t prote" their temple. ____ 
a hurried journey to Syria, leaving behind his young they prayed to Allah that he protect his own house. 
bride. He was stricken with a fatal illness on his It is reported that before Abraha could enter the 
journey homeward and passed away in Medina. city smallpox broke out in his army destroying the 
The Prophet was therefore a posthumous child. greater part of his soldiery and he was forced to 

The birth of the Prophet was accompanied by depart without reaching the Caaba. 

signs and wonders. Of these Washington Irving According to the custom of Arabia the infant 
wrote: "His mother suffered none of the pains of Mohammed, when but a few days old, was given 
travail. At the moment of his coming into the into the keeping of Halima a nurse belonging to 
world a celestial light illuminated the surrounding the tribe ofBanu Sa'd. He stayed with Halima un
country, and the newborn child, raising his eyes to tzl his sixth year when the nurse returned him to 
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up the rungs, Mohammed passed through seven 
gates at each of which stood one of the prophets of 
patriarchs. At the first gate stood Adam, at the 
second John, at the third Joseph, at. the fourth 
Enoch, at the fifth Aaron, at the sixth Moses, and 
at the seventh Jesus. Passing through the gates, 
Mohammed was brought into the presence of God, 
but the face of Deity was veiled with thousands of 
veils. Even so obscured, the brilliance nearly de
stroyed the Prophet. 

T his vision gives a rather comprehensive view of 
the Islamic theory of the universe. Legends abound 
and traditions are without end, but beneath each of 
them is some mystical significance if studied and 
understood by the devout. 

After the transition of the Prophet mystical sects 
sprang up to perpetuate the metaphysical interpreta
tion of the KORAN and the traditions . . Chief 
among these sects was that of the Dervishes. This 
order still wields considerable influence in the Mos
lem world. Another mystical movement of great 
significance is the Sufi. These metaphysical organi
zations show beyond doubt that in its inner parts 
the faith of Islam shares the common heritage of 
metaphysical secrets. 

No portrait or likeness of the Prophet Moham
med has descended in the tradition of Islam. His 
tomb is a place of pilgrimage and a few relics are 
cherished in some of the more important mosques. 
It was against the wish of the Prophet that his fol
lowers should ever cast a likeness of him, therefore 
to this day only tradition survives to describe him. 
He is usually described as a large, well built man 
with majestic manner and long beard. T here is a 
tradition that his beard was red or auburn. 

From the time of its inception Islam patronized 
arts and sciences. It encouraged knowledge and cul
ture and preserved some of the best of classical lit
erature through the dark ages of Europe's obscura
tion. Arab culture came into Europe through Spain 
and for some time universities at Granada and the 
Alhambra were the leading educational institutions 
of Europe. It is recorded of the Moors that they 
built the first university for the education of women. 
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Arab sCientists have contributed much to modern 
learning, including the Arabic numerals now in 
common use, the science of algebra, and the earliest 
experimentation in optics. Modern Islam, mingling 
its course with the life of the whole race, occupies 
an honorable place among the religions and beliefs 
of mankind. 

QUOTATIONS 

"If I had two coats I would sell one and buy 
white hyacinths for my soul." 

(IThe revelation of this book, there is no doubt 
thereof, is from the Lord of all creatures. Will 
they say, Mohammed hath forged it? Nay it is the 
truth from thy Lord, that thou mayest preach to a 
people, unto whom no preacher hath come before 
thee." 

"He (God) knoweth that which entereth into 
the earth, and that which issueth out of the same, 
and that which descendeth from heaven, and that 
which ascendeth thereto; and he is with you, where
soever ye be: for God seeth that which ye do. His 
is the kingdom of heaven and earth; and unto God 
shall all things return. He causeth the night to 
succeed the day, and he causeth the day to succeed 
the night; and he knoweth the innermost part of 
men's breasts." 

"Is it not true, that I came in your midst while 
you were misguided; so Allah guided you to the 
right path. You were indigent; Allah made you 
prosperous. You were ever at daggers drawn with 
one another; Allah created mutual affection in your 
heart." 

"You must know that every Moslem is the broth
er of every other Moslem. You are all equal, enjoy 
equal rights and have similar obligations. You are 
all members of one common brotherhood. So it is 
forbidden for any of you to take from his brother 
save what the latter should willingly give." 

"You have certain rights over your wives, and so 
have your wives over you * * * They are the trust 
of God in your hands. So you must treat them with 
all kindness." 

Yours sincerely, 
MANLY P. HALL 


