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MOHAMMED, PROPHET OF ISLAM

Dear Friend:

Mohammed, Prophet of Islam, the “Desired of
all Nations,” was born in Mecca on the 23rd of
April, A. D. 571, at the hour of the rising of the
morning star. He was born into one of the noblest
families of Arabia which traced its genealogy back
to the patriarch Abraham. The name of the
Prophet’s father was Abdallah and his mother was
Amina of the family of Zuhra. The parents of the
Prophet were of exceptional virtue in strong con-
trast to the general corruption of their day, and
their marriage, the mingling of two noble houses,
was a matter of great rejoicing. The shadow of
death, however, was present at the nuptials. Ab-

———————dallahpressed-by the-urgency-of-his business, made

a hurried journey to Syria, leaving behind his young
bride. He was stricken with a fatal illness on his
journey homeward and passed away in Medina.
The Prophet was therefore a posthumous child.

The birth of the Prophet was accompanied by
signs and wonders. Of these Washington Irving
wrote: “His mother suffered none of the pains of
travail. At the moment of his coming into the
world a celestial light illuminated the surrounding
country, and the newborn child, raising his eyes to

heaven, exclaimed: ‘God is great! There is no God
but God, and I am his Prophet. Heaven and earth,
we are assured, were agitated at his advent. The
lake Sawa shrank back into its secret springs, leav-
ing its borders dry; while the Tigris, bursting its
bounds, overflowed the neighboring lands. The Pal-
ace of Khosru, the king of Persia, shook to its foun-
dations, and several of its towers were toppled to the
earth.”

The time of the Prophet's birth was also remem-
bered because it coincided with the effort made by
the Christian chief Abraha to destroy the Caaba at
Mecca. The Meccans, being outnumbered by their

——enemies, could-notprotect their temple, Therefore

they prayed to Allah that he protect his own house.
It is reported that before Abraha could enter the
city smallpox broke out in his army destroying the
greater part of his soldiery and he was forced to
depart without reaching the Caaba.

According to the custom of Arabia the infant
Mohammed, when but a few days old, was given
into the keeping of Halima a nurse belonging to
the tribe of Banu Sa’d. He stayed with Halima un-
tl his sixth year when the nurse returned him to
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