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Letter No. 12 

.THE SECRET DOCTRINE IN THE BIBLE 

.THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN 

Dear Friend: 

It was the wish of Martin Luther that the Book 
of Revelation should be omitted from his transla
tion of the Bible. In his opinion, the Apocalypse 
was of pagan origin and was not a writing of the 
beloved John. It was filled with Hermetic infer
ences and strange allegories which troubled the 
soul of the great German reformer. Though not 
greatly learned in comparative religion, Luther 
sensed the -Gnosticism that pervaded the book. He 
denied the divine inspiration of the entire work, 
affirming with Erasmus that the Apocalypse had no 
legitimate place in the Christian scripture. He 

troversy one of the greatest names in the Church. 
Jerome insisted that through some machination of 
the evil one, the devil had introduced his voice into 
the scripture itself in an effort to undo the whole 
labor of Christendom. 

It must be acknowledged, then that the author
ship of the Revelation is extremely uncertain. The 
claims of the Authorized Version that it was the 
work of John while on the Isle of Patmos may be 
liberally discounted. It is quite possible that the 
Cerinthus story is the correct one. If so, the Reve
lation may be the most important work in the en-

stronger; and after his death, the Book of Revela
tion was restored to the Bible and has remained 
in its accustomed place ever since. 

The debate concerning the origin of the Book 
of Revelation began in the second century. Even 
the Gospel according to St. John was involved. 
Dionysius of Alexandria declared that both books 
had been written by Cerinthus, a Gnostic, who, to 
add credence to his writings, had appended thereto 
the name of John. Later, St. Jerome attacked the 
validity of the Apocalypse, lending to the con-

from Gnostic scholarship. 
From a philosophical standpoint, the Book of 

Revelation exhibits a wisdom far in excess of the 
other Testament writings. Here comparative re
ligion is introduced. The great mystery institutions 
which dignified the past with their initiates find 
a place in the Apocalypse. The rites of Phrygia, 
those celebrating the Aged One who walks amidst 
the lamps; the rites of Osiris wherein is set forth 
the last judgment; and the rites of the ancient sun
god and the horsemen who ride through the skY; 
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