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THE SECRET DOCTRINE IN THE BIBLE

Tue Jesus or PeteEr anp THE CHRisT OF PAUL
Dear Friend:

Several exceedingly difficult questions confronted  proportions. It would have been difficult enough
the bishops and pastors of the primitive Christian  if these devout but simple men had been confronted
Church. Most of these men were utterly unschooled  with profane matters. But these same men lay down
in that pedantry which was later to bring confusion  their opinions on sacred and invisible matters be-
to Christianity. The faith of these first preach-  yond the ken of the most able jurist, though in a
ers of Christendom is not to be questioned. They  court of law their opinions would have had little
bore ample witness to contrition and devotion. We — weight.
shall, therefore, assume their absolute sincerity; but Was Christ the Son of God or the son of man?
there is a vast gulf between sincerity and reason. Was he begotten of the Father or born in mortal

The early bishops were not theologians accord- — wedlock? Was he identical with the Father? Did
ing to our present understanding of the word. They  the Father give him dominion over all lands and
were pastors of small flocks. Some came from the  all peoples? What was the Holy Ghost? Was Christ

—_desert, others from the hills, q few from popular _the same as the Holy Ghost? Were the Father,
centers, but most of them from isolated commu-  Son, and Holy Ghost one person, three persons,
nities. Courageous and contrite men, they desired  three in one person, or one in three persons? It
to belicve in the Christian dispensation, and the  was also a mooted question as to whether divine
very desire gave substance to their beliefs. Such  unity was numerically or philosophically three.
was the caliber of the men to whom the teachings  Was the Virgin Mary human or divine? Was it
of Christ had been entrusted by the apostles and  proper to worship, adore, or beseech the Virgin
disciples. Mary?

These ragged bishops, with their deacons and a These were weighty problems for illiterate men.
few others, were elected to solve the mighty issues  Yet upon their decisions hung the future of a great
of the Church. Their words were to become dog-  religion and the fate of a thousand generations yet
mas, and even hasty utterances assumed canonical — unborn. Is it to be wondered at that the bishops
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