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Dear Friend: 

Several exceedingly difficult questions confronted proportions. It tVould have been difficult enough 
the bishops and pastors of the primitive Christian if these devout but simple men had been confronted 
Church. Most of these men were utterly unschooled with profane matters. But these same men lay down 
in that pedantry which was later to bring confusion their opinions on sacred and invisible matters be­
ta Christianity. The faith of these first preach- yond the ken of the most able jurist, though in a 
ers of Christendom is not to be questioned. They court of law their opinions would have had little 
bore ample witness to contrition and devotion. We weight. 
shall, therefore, assume their absolute sincerity; but Was Christ the Son of God or the son of man? 
there is a vast gulf between sincerity and reason. Was he begotten of the Father or born in mortal 

The early bishops were not theologians accord- wedlock? Was he identical with the Father? Did 
ing to our present understanding of the word. They the Father give him dominion over all lands and 
were pastors of small flocl(s. Some came from the all peoples? What was the Holy Ghost? Was Christ 
dcrert, _ot./zeu..-fr..om.. .t.he:.J1~.,J{.,tfh../r:o~-PQ/!RltlX.-thc-Jame a! tb£.B.Ql-y.Jih...flitz.JJ!.c~_ the Fathe.I..-_ ~__ 
centers, but most of them from isolated commu- Son, and Holy Ghost one person, three persons, 
nities. Courageous and contrite men, they desired three in one person, or one in three persons? It 
to believe in the Christian dispensation, and the was also a mooted question as to whether divine 
very desire gave substance to their beliefs. Such unity was numerically or philosophically three. 
was the caliber of the men to whom the teachings Was the Virgin Mary human or divine? Was it 
of Christ had been entrusted by the apostles and proper to worship, adore, or beseech the Virgin 
disciples. Mary? 

These ragged bishops, with their deacons and a These were weighty problems for illiterate men. 
few others, were elected to solve the mighty issues Yet upon their decisions hung the future of a great 
of the Church. Their words were to become dog- religion and the fate of a thousand generations yet 
mas, and even hasty utterances assumed canonical unborn. Is it to be wondered at that the bishops 
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The Christian Church occupied a unique posi­ preparing himself for eternity. Exploration en­
tion in the policies of medieval Europe. It was a larged the world. The invention of the telescope 
sovereignty unto itself, demanding allegiance from and the microscope made man matter-c01lScious. 
all sovereigns. It regarded itself as the ultimate He saw his physical life as significant atld he 
empire, above and beyond all temporal purpose or dreamed of schemes to lengthen it. He sought 
power. Kings sat upon their thrones because of wealth and position, and refused to continue to re-
the favor of the Church, and at the dictates of the gard himself as a sinner merely through the accident 
Great Mother, king and commoner alike must act. ot existence. The more he lived in the physical world 

The Reformation brought to an end the Church's the more distant the invisible world became, and 
dream of temporal power. One after another the by the middle of the nineteenth century it focused 
'Protestant sects broke away. The Church thundered his attention so completely upon matter that he 
in vain. Men lost faith with their spiritual leaders came even to doubt the existence of those very 
because of the numerous occasions on which Cer­ demons who had plagued his forbears. Thus re­
tain dogmas of theology had been proved fallible. leased and removed from bondage to invisible 
The result is a Christendom divided against itself. things that once he had worshipped, theology ceased 

What brought about this fascinat him. 
In the first place, after the birth of science, man This great swing of the pendulum was the 

became more and more conscious of his physical inevitable consequence of fanaticism. From one 
estate. In earlier days, physical security was un- extreme the mind moves inevitably to the other. 
known. Plague, pestilence, and war .destroyed him. The pendulum swings eternally from God to god-
Life was short and the struggle difficult. Printing lessness, and back again. As from some strange, 
brought him books, and books brought with them fantastic prison man has emerged from theological 
education. Man became aware of the outer world. domination. Having breathed the atmosphere of 
He lived no more merely in the anteroom of heav- freedom of thought, he regards as the most 
en, but in a spacious physical universe in which cherished possession of life the right and privilege 
there was room and opportunity for physical to order his life by the light of individual reason. 

achievement. The Church had taught that material Yours sincerely, 
life was nothing, that man should be constantly 
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