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JESUS 

Dear Friend: 

In the Proteila1lgelium of James it is written ing were her ways that all of the house of Israel 
that Joachim ~as a man of great piety and con- loved her. So things continued until her twelfth 
siderable wealth who devoted his lIfe and his means year at which time, according to the law, the 
to works of charity. But when Joachim brought priests gathered in council to decide her future, it 
his gifts to the temple Reuben, the high priest, of being unlawful that she should dwell longer in the 
Israel, reproached him, saying: "It is not lawful house of God. Now the priests decreed that the 
for thee to offer thy gifts first because thou hast high priest should enter into the Holy of Holies 
been the father of no child in Israel." It followed and ask of the Lord what should be done with the 
that Joachim, bowed with grief, went forth into girl. Zacharias was at that time the high priest 
the wiLderness, fasting and praying for forty days and he put upon himself the robes of glory and 
and forty nights. His prayer to the God of Israel the breastplate and he entered into the presence of 
was answered. Anna his wife conceived and bore the Lord; and ~he angel of the Lord spoke unto 
a child and when the infant was delivered the mid- him, saying: "Go forth and summon the widowers 
wife said: "It is a girl," and Anna gave thanks to of the people and let them take a rod apiece, and 

,.---__~od anti n~m~d th~bab~ 'Afqry-, ___ '" _'~ ~_ ___ Jhe shall be the u!Le o----..!!i'!!. 
Now Anna had taken a v~;;thdt if God gr;;~i- ~shalrshowll -s.tgn." "- - . 

unto her an issue she would dedicate it unto the - Now Joseph, the Panther, was the most aged 
Lord to the service of the sacred house. So when. of the widowers 'of Israel and hearing the summons 
Mary reached the age of three years Joachim and of the Priests he laid down his axe and came with 
Anna brought her to the steps of the temple and the others to the porch of the temple. The priests 
the high priest received her as one dedicated to the gave to each man ~ rod; each with a different mark-
holy 'life. ing upon it. The rods were then' taken into the 

In the years that followed Mary dwelt in the temple to be blessed. Afterwards they were dis-
apartments of the temple and so gentle and charm- tributed again and the last to have Ais rod returned 
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tradition. It becomes evident that a true Christian 
is one ((christened" within, not a follower after 
sects. Not by the Sacraments of the church but by 
the sanctification of the life is the righteous man 
admitted into the Assembly. Words without works 
are dead. True Christianity is not a faith but a 
discipline, not an acceptance but an achievement. 

The early church, patterned after pagrzn Mys
teries, sought for a little time to perpetuate the ar
cana, but such a procedure would doom the church 
to a humble and obscure existence, ministering only 
to a devout and dedicated few. The bishops of the 
church were mortal men instinctively desiring pow
er and authority, and they sacrificed the spiritual 
doctrines ot Christianity to temporal ambitions. 
The fntlJority neither desires to improve 
itself nor to support an organization which demands 
a high degree of integrity. The outer body of the 
church increased to the degree that the standards of 
Christian living were lowered until at last, promis
ingeverything and demanding only temporal sup
port, the church gained temporal power at the ex
pense of spiritual authority. It is for this reason 
particularly that the Christian thinker must never 

the Jesus of Nazareth with the Christ of 
mQdern church. Nor must the Christian think

er permit the clergy to interpret for him spiritual 
matters of which the clergy itself is ignorant. 

The proof of what we say is the present state 
of Christendom which is evidently and undeniably 
woefully lacking in nearly all of the virtues which 
the Master taught. Jesus stated that those who 
claimed to be his followers should do his works, 
that is should live the truths which he tal!ght. Yet 
ChriStian -so'CTety is not · founded upon Christian 
ethics. The Master said ((love ye one another" but 
Christian nations do not love one -another, Christian 
sects do not love one another, and the peoples of 
Chn'stendom do not love one another. Glan'ng in
consistencyis due to the pernicious teaching that 
tbeologYi by a special dispensation, is empowered 
to save man in spite of what he is instead of be
cause of what he is. 

- There is 'no great teacher whose doctrines have_ 
b'..(1) more in!emiona,lly mistmderstood than those 
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of Jesus, but the intelligent thinker is able to dis
tinguish clearly between Christianity and church
ianity. Churchianity prays and pleads and exhorts, 
with formulas for every failing of the soul, wash
ing out all the sins of man with holy water. The 
real teaching of Jesus simply states: that he who 
lives the life shall know the doctrine. 

QUOTATIONS FROM THE WORDS OF JESUS 
AS RECORDED BY ST. JOHN 

((I am come a light into the world, that whoso
ever believeth on me should not abide in darkness." 

((Verily, verily, I say unto you, the servant is not 
greater than his Lord; neither he that is sent great
er tha.n He that sendeth him." 

'''A ncw c7Jn'lmanamenr 1 gtveun 0 you,TIi'at 
ye love one , another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another." 

"In my Father's house are many mansions: if 
it were not so, I would have told you." 

((Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you 
I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth 
11) me, he doeth the works." 

((If ye love me, keep my commandments." 
((Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 

lay down his life for his friends." 
((I came forth from the Father, and am come 

into the world: again, I leave the world and go to 
the Father." 

((My doctrine is not mine, 'but his that sent me." 
((Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God." 
((But the hour cometh, and now is, when the 

true worsnippers shail -wbrship the Father in spirit 
/

and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to wor
ship him. God is a spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth." 

Yours sincerely, 
MANLY P. HALL 

P. S. - There is still time to order Mr. Hall's 
books for Christmas presents to yourself or your 
friends. All orders will be filled the day received. 
Mr. Hall will autograph any bound book upo-n re
quest. 


