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Los Angeles, Calif. Dec. 1936.

JESUS

Dear Friend:

In the Protevangelium of James it is written
that Joachim was a man of great piety and con-
siderable wealth who devoted his life and his means
to works of charity. But when Joachim brought
his gifts to the temple Reuben, the high priest, of
Israel, reproached him, saying: “It is not lawful
for thee to offer thy gifts first because thou hast
been the father of no child in Israel” It followed
that Joachim, bowed with grief, went forth into
the wilderness, fasting and praying for forty days
and forty nights. His prayer to the God of Israel
was answered. Anna his wife conceived and bore
a child and when the infant was delivered the mid-
wife smd: “It is a girl” and Anna gave thanks to
God and named the babe Mary.

Now Anna had taken a vow that if God' grzmtea’

unto her an issue she would dedicate it unto the
Lord to the service of the sacred house. So when
Mary reached the age of three years Joachim and
Anna brought her to the steps of the temple and
the high priest received her as one dedicated to the
holy life.

In the years that followed Mary dwelt in the
apartments of the temple and so gentle and charm-

ing were her ways that all of the house of Israel
loved her. So things continued until her twelfth
year at which time, according to- the law, the
priests gathered in council to decide her future, it
being unlawful that she should dwell longer in the
house of God. Now the priests decreed that the
high priest should enter into the Holy of Holies
and ask of the Lord what should be done with the
girl.  Zacharias was at that time the high priest
and he put upon himself the robes of glory and
the breastplate and he entered into the presence of
the Lord; and the angel of the Lord spoke unto
him, saying: “Go forth and summon the widowers
of the people and let them take a rod apiece, and

she shall be the wzfe e of him to wlzom the Lordm iy, aied o)

shall show a sign.”

Now Joseph, the Panther, was the most aged
of the widowers of Israel and hearing the summons
of the priests he laid down his axe and came with
the others to the porch of the temple. The priests
gave to each man a rod, each with a different mark-
ing upon it. The rods were then taken into the
temple to be blessed. Afterwards they were dis-
tributed again and the last to have his rod returned
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