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Los Angeles, Calif. Nov. 1936 

QUETZALCOATL 

Dear Friend: 

At some remote time a great Initiate-King arose and the protective snake, are found upon the most 
among the civilizations of Mexico and Central ancient of the Mayan and Toltec ruins. It is our 
America. It is impossihle at this late date to deter- opinion that the first Quetzalcoatl or Kukul-Can 
mine the period during which he lived, hut it is was a god or king of the Atlanteans whose wor­
safe to say that it was some centuries hefore the ship was hrought to the Western hemisphere hy 
Christian era. Among the people of the Valley of the fugitives from the Atlantean catctClysm, having 
Mexico this Initiate-King was called Quetzalcoatl estahlished themselves in the Western hemisphere, 
which means the Feathered Snake, while further the progenitors of the Mayans and Toltecs, perpetu­
south he was called Kukul-Can a word of similar ated the mythological systems of their suhmerged 
meaning. Other appellations were also hestowed empire, preserving among their traditions the eso­
upon him. He was spoken of as Ehecatl, the Air; teric, magical rites of Quetzalcoatl. 
Yokcuat, the Rattlesnake; Tohil, the Rumhler; 

As centuries passed new heroes rose among these 
Nanihehecatl, Lord of the Four Winds; and Tlaui- people. It is possihle and prohahle that some of the 

,...r~,.=-~,----...,es~t>tJ-~"'W'(i.nte&#It!jrlsmd~e~ke=-IhUtn""" ""eatest of tnese heroes ~ h;-:'eg ard;i ;;-in-' r-=l-·~=-gr=
heavens and the stars helonged to him and all the 

carnations of Quetzalcoatl and were permitted, as a 
motions of the universe were under his dominion. special honor, to assume his name and mask, even 
He was the master of the winds and of the clouds, receiving worship as the emhodiment of the divin­
and the protecting genius of his people. ity. Ample precedent for such a conclusion may 

Modern archeologists at work in the Central he found in the Greek tradition of Orpheus, the rites 
American area attempt to prove that Kukul-Can of several of that name now heing generally con-
lived in the 9th or 10th century of the Christian era fused; or again, the Egyptian Hermes, the Persian 
contemporary with Kuhla-Khan, warlord of the Zoroaster, and the Indian Buddha, Gautama heing 
Mongols. This hypothesis is untenahle when tile the twenty-ninth of the royal line of sages to hear 
realize that the mask of Kukul-Can, his symhols the same distinguishing title. 
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eyes-a circumstance which was passed over very 
lightly. The ill-fated Montezuma was surrounded 
by seers and prophets who, from signs which ap­
peared in the heavens, warned the emperor that the 
conquistadores with their horses and guns were not 
emissaries from the sun-god but plundering mortals 
with an eye for loot. 

Montezuma, being a great prince, W(lS well 
learned in the lore of his people and it was this 
very learning that proved his undoing. The most 
ancient traditions of his race, perpetuated by the 
wisest of each generation, declared that the history 
of the world was divided into five great epochs. 
These five vast periods were separated from each 
other by great cataclysms in which great portions 
of perished. In the CODEX VATICANusit is 
written that in the first age water reigned supreme 
until at last it rose up and swallowed all creatures 
save two who escaped by means of a tree. As the 
form of a ship appears in this tradition it is likely 
that the tree was hollowed out to form a crude 
boat in which the Mexican Noah and his wife rode 
safely over the deluge. In this first age there were 
also giants and strange monsters with teeth that 
weighed three pounds each. T he second age was 
that of wind which by the force of its blowing 
finally destroyed the whole world. One man and 
one woman survived this destruction also by con­
cealing themselves within a hollow stone which 
was so heavy that the wind could not blow it away. 
During this period great masses of humanity were 
changed into apes. The third age was that of fire 
and was ended by a terrible outburst of flames 

which burned up the world. Again a Noah and 
his wife were saved this time by seeking refuge in 
subterranean caverns where the terrible heat could 
not reach them. T he fourth age was that of present 
humanity and its destruction will be brought about 
by sin-the sin of man. It is called in the old 
Codex THE AGE OF THE BLACK HAIR. It was in the 
early centuries of this age that the great race of the 
T oltecs, under their divine priest-king, Quetzalcoatl, 

were destroyed by the sorcery of the Nahuas under 
their demon war-god, Tezcatlipoca. All this Monte­
zuma knew and from the same traditions he had 
also learned that a fifth age was to come, a golden 
age in which the gods would return, or more cor­
rectly, turn with favor to the Aztec nation through 
their ministering intermediary, the Feathered Snake. 

EXTRACTS FROM AN AZTEC PRAYER 

{{O, Mighty Lord, under whose wing, we find 
defense and shelter, thou art invisible and impal­
pable, even as night and the air. How can I, that 
am so mean and worthless, dare to appear before 
thy majesty? Stuttering and with rude lips I speak, 
ungainly is the manner of my speeeh as on leaping 
-among furrows, as one advancing unevenly." 

{{Yea, what doest thou now, 0 Lord, most strong, 
compassionate, invisible and impalpable, whose will 
all things obey, upon whose disposal depends the 
rule of the world, to whom all are subject,--what in 
thy divine breast hast thou decreed? 

{{O Lord, all-powerful, full of mercy, our refuge, 
though indeed thine anger and indignation, thine 
arrows and stones, have sorely hurt this poor people, 
let it be as a father or a mother that rebukes child­
ren, pulling their ears, pinching their arms, whip­
ping them with nettles, pouring chillwater upon 
them all being done that they may amend their 
puerility and childishness." 

{{Let the small birds and thy people sing again, 
to approach the sun; give them quiet weather; so 
that they may cause their voices to reach thy high­
ness, and thou mayst know tkem." 

Yours sincerely, 
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