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LAO-TZE THE OBSCURE SAGE

Dear Friend:

On a certain might in the year B. C. 604 a great
falling star flashed through the heavens above what
1s now the Ho-nan Province of China... At that very
hour a peasant woman, weary with working in the
fields of a feudal lord, gave birth to a son under a
plum tree. The mother, a widow of poor circum-
stances, named her new-born son Plumtree and later
observing the extreme length of the lobes of his ears,
added the further word Ear to his name.. Little
Plumtree Ear was in many other respects different
from other children.. He was conceived, according
to the tradition, without mortal father by the influ-
ence of a great comet which was hovering over what
is now Kwei-te at the hour of his conception. He

—spas-borm with—a-full -head of long white hatr and

his bushy eyebrows were of the same color.  Like
all very small babies he had a very old and wise
look about him.._ The ever-wagging tongue of tradi-
tion solemnly affirmed that he was born on his own
seventieth birthday.

In China dll history is rapidly embellished with
fantastic flights into the supernatural, but it is safe
to say conservatively that little Plumtree Ear was
indeed of humble parentage and obscure origin,
otherwise his ancestry could not have evaded the
searching eyes of Chinese historians... His youth is
equally obscure, but judging from the poverty of
the class into which he was born, we may assume

that his struggle for education was long and diffi-
cult. The auguries of his birth predestined him to
high estate in the world of learning, and to this des-
tiny he rose triumphant above all the limitations of
ancestry and opportunity. :
He lived alone, he studied alone, and he medi-
tated alone. Being deprived of the educational re-
sources of his own country he searched deeply with-
in himself for the priceless secret of the ages. His
very obscurity became the dominant precept of his
life. So little is known of him as a personality that
modern sceptics even attempt to prove that his very
being is only a figment of Chinese imagination.
As years advanced upon the white-haired man
honor and dignity came with them and he was ap-
pointed librarian of the Chou (the Third Dynasty
extending from 1050 to 256 B. C.) This important
appointment was the turning point in the philos-
opher’s life. He emerged from the struggle for
knowledge to find himself in the midst of the ac-
cumulated knowledge of the world. The third
Ministry of the Chou was divided into two bodies of
learned men. The first group was termed the
Burean of Annalists, and the second the Bureau of
Astrologers. The duties of the Annalists were two-
fold. First, to record all the words and deeds of the
Emperor and place in an imperishable form all the
laws and edicts of the state. Their second duty was
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