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QUESTION—If it is the purpose of the Occult Sci-
ences to perfect the individual in the philosophic
virtues, why are so many people interested in Meta-
physical Subjects so lacking in the rudiments of
discrimination and poise?

ANSWER—No branch of learning can flourish in
an atmosphere of inadequate scholarship.. The
popular mind is not erudite. This is particularly
true of the metaphysical mind in America today.
The present generation is not distinguished by any
high development of acumen. Education is regard-
ed as a sort of drudgery, a necessary evil, by the
majority. Nearly all of the standards of knowledge
have been compromised, with the result that super-
ficiality is the keynote of the hour.. Broadminded-
ness is a virtue if the mind possesses the capacity to

b -broad—1It-ts-not broadminded however to be

merely scattered. It is virtuous to acknowledge
the probability of the presence of good in all things
but it is beyond the capacity of even the wisest to
attempt to practice “the good in all things”

The last thirty years have greatly altered the
standards of living and thinking. The cultural
standards of the last century have passed away.
Simplicity has given place to complexity in every
department of living. Life becomes increasingly
difficult with each passing year. The capacities of
the individual are challenged. Each person must
live a larger, fuller life if he is to survive.
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The changes that have been wrought in the pres-
ent century do not necessarily reflect the status of
the majority of humankind. Our present involved
and fast-moving tempo arose from the genius and
ingenuity of less than a hundred men whose inven-
tions and discoveries changed the whole course of
life of some two billion of their fellow-creatures.
The majority became the heirs of the minority, but
it cannot be truthfully said that the majority sensed
or understood the momentous consequences of the
changes taking place.

Most people are living in a world entirely too
vast and too involved to be intelligently analyzed.
It is a dangerous thing to live in a system that we
cannot live up to, but of course it is impossible to
live up to a social pattern beyond the capacity of the
intellect. Superstitions always arise from the failure
of understanding. It is evident to all serious think-
ers that the present generation is superstition-ridden.
You will remember that on one occasion Lord
Bacon affirmed that unbelief is the grossest super-
stition of all.

The rapid development along industrial and
economic lines has focussed man’s attention almost
entirely upon material problems. The result has
been a general collapse of the spiritual standards of
the race. It is true that man must always worship
something but he no longer feels the need of ven-
erating the gods abiding beyond the firmament.
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