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QUESTION-If it is the purpose of the Occult Sci
ences to perfect the individual in the philosophic 
virtues, why are so many people interested in Meta
physical Subjects so lacking in the rudiments of 
discrimination and poise? 

ANSWER-No branch of learning can flourish in 
an atmosphere of inadequate scholarship.__ The 
popular ' mind is not erudite. This is particularly 
true of the metaphysical mind in America today. 
T he present generation is not distinguished by any 
high development of acumen. Education is regard
ed as a sort of drudgery, a necessary evil, by the 
majority. Nearly all of the standards of knowledge 
have been compromised, with the result that super
ficiality is the keynote of the hour ... _ Broadminded
ness is a virtue if the mind possesses the capacity to 

- - ----be-b,'(}ad. It t'1 not- Meat/minded howetler to be 
merely scattered. It is virtuous to acknowledge 

the probability of the presence of good in all things 
but it is beyond the capacity of even the wisest to 
attempt to practice "the good in all things." 

T he last thirty years have greatly altered the 
standards of living and thinking. T he cultural 
standards of the last century have passed away. 

Simplicity has given place to complexity in every 
department of living. Life becomes increasingly 

difficult with each passing year . . The capacities of 
the individual are challenged. Each person must 
live a larger, fuller life if he is to survive. 

Los Angeles, Feb. 1, 1936 

The changes that have been wrought in the pres
ent century do not necessarily reflect the status of 
the majority of humankind. Our present involved 
and fast-moving tempo arose from the genius and 
ingenuity of less than a hundred men whose inven
tions and discoveries changed the whole course of 
life of some two billion of their fellow-creatures. 
The majority became the heirs of the minority, but 
it cannot be truthfully said that the majority sensed 
or understood the momentous consequences of the 
changes taking place. 

Most people are living in a world entirely too 
vast and too involved to be intelligently analyzed. 
It is a dangerous thing to live in a system that we 
cannot live up to, but of course -it is impossible to 
live up to a social pattern beyond the capacity of the 
intellect. Superstitions always aril e from tbe failure 
of understanding. It is evident to all serious think..
ers that the present generation is superstition-ridden. 
You will remember that on one occasion Lord 
Bacon affirmed that unbelief is the grossest super
stition of all. 

The rapid development along industrial and 
economic lines has focussed man's attention almost 
entirely upon material problems. The result has 
been a general collapse of the spiritual standards of 
the race. It is true that man must always worship 
something but he no longer feels the need of ven
erating the gods abiding beyond the firmament. 
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It is to wonder how metaphysics has flourished 
in this country for so long without any defi,nite or
ganization taking place within it. The government 
has elaborate mechanism'to prevent the .c,apitalization 
of fraud, but law is wary against becoming involved 
in religious. problems. One popular psychologist, 
pressed by the government to explain the disappear
ance of a large amount of funds, drew himself up 
and taking an air of martyred innocence declared 
that the whole matter was between himself and his 
God. Metaphysical students in this country must 
certainly number into the millions, yet no effort 
whatsoever has been made to standardize occult and 
metaphysical teaching upon any basis of integrity. 
Small groups have tried but their efforts were in
sufficient in the face of a prevailing chaos. The old 
Mystery Schools have disappeared from the view of 
the profane. The average student has no idea what
so-ever as to what the original Schools actually 
taught and therefore cannot clearly and legally re
fute false doctrines. 

Of course the average shyster is too clever to 
acknowledge himself as the source of his doctrine. 
He speaks glibly and passingly of Himalayan 
brothers, Egyptian secrets, and then palms off any 
absurdity which he believes might prove profitable 
to himself. Overwhelmed by the emotional infer
ence of high authority, innocent people are rapidly 
involved in teachings that can never prove anything 
but detrimental. 

This exposition is not intended as an attack upon 
occultism but rather upon the abuses which are 
practiced under the name. The genuine occult 
tradition is the oldest, deepest and most complete 
revelation of divine mysteries that has been given 
to the race. In every generation a few sincere and 
enlightened thinkers, realizing the significance of 
this doctrine as a world-redeeming force, have 
sought to restore the Ancient Wisdom for the better
ment of humanity. The Western descent of adepts 
is rather clearly defined. To mention a few illus

. trio us names we have Roger Bacon, Giordano 

Bruno, Basil Valentine, Paracelsus, Sir Francis Ba
con, St. Germain and Helena Blavatsky. Anyone 
familiar ·'·with the teachings of these occultists call 
easily understand that there is little in common be
tween them and the pseudometaphysicians who 
plague the present generation. Yet very feU! people 
know Paracelsus, other than as a name, if they know 
that. Totally unacquainted with the bona fide teach
ings, the uninformed student is easily deceived by 
inferior and irrelevant revelations. 

Some one may ask where do false teachings 

come from? There are only two answers. Self-de
ceit or fraud. Hallucinations have all too frequent
ly given rise to religious doctrines in this troubled 

Mediumship, psychical experiences, ill-di
gested reading and a vivid imagination may cause 
a perfectly sincere person to believe that he is the one 
and only possessor of universal truth. Or he may 
be the sincere dupe of the fraud of another. Fraud 
has innumerable origins, all stimulated by the hope 
of profits. A mysterious manner and a ready tongue 
work wonders with the ignorant. 

Of course if a doctrine is false and lac.ks the ele
ments of truth and integrity, it cannot convey these 
elements to the student. The thousands of impracti
cal, wool-gathering, inconsistent people who give 
new thought a bad name are mostly victims af 

fraud whose lives have been unbalanced by attempt
ing to live or even believe doctrines intrinsically 
false. True occultism never made anyone impracti
cal, but pseudo-occultism or the incapacity to under
stand and appreciate occult facts-these will lead to 
a disordered life. 

(To be continued next month.) 

Sincerely yours, 
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