
If we, admire and venerate those sublime metaphysical teachings which have 

brought comfort and inspiration to ourselves, we shall accept joyously th~ 

meritorious task of disseminating these truths and sharing our inspiration with 

millions of others whose need is as great as our own. 

Amorig the greatest men who have lived upon this earth are Zoroaster, Confucius, 
Hermes, Lao Tse, Plotinus, Plato, Pythagoras and Buddha. Individually they , 

brought the light of wisdom into the lives of millions ' of human beings, and collec

tively .they are the dynamic force behind all civilization and progress. 

I believe it is within ,ourpower--if we work together--to change the present 

course of thought in this country and render availabl~ and workable, those ancient, 

truths which can be the impetus to a new stan~ard of civilization. 

It is my firm conviction, 'founded upon a considerable experience, that the most 

important work to which we can devote ourselves at the present time is the estab

lishment in the modern world of an institution dedicated to the perpetuation and pro
mulgation of that Ageless Wisdom without which no individual or empire can survive. 

The influence of such an institution would be two-fold. It will both instruct. 
- an<r inspfre--. --rt- rtlr-11IS't-:puc't thorough a -e·onsta'l.t diss'emi-nation o.

, 

f ancient .knowl-. 

edge; and it will inspire by standing forth as a proof to all men that the sacred 
philosophies of the world still live; that sincere men and .women are still dedicated 

to the perpetuation of truth and out of their love and sincerity have erected this 

physical symbol to their spiritual conviction. 

·The picture at the top of this page shows the beginning of our building pro

gram. On the 18th of October the work of clearing the land in preparation for the 

construction of the first unit of the PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY was official

ly started. We need your support in this important and significant undertaking. 

Gifts or loans in any amount will be gratefully accepted. 

Will you serve the future as the past has served you? Noble thinkers have. . 
struggled, suffered and died that you might ?ave knowledge. Will you realize that 
the perpetuation of this Ancient Wisdom is the most gl-orious work which a~ human 
being can accomplish? Let us build a Temple of Truth in a desert of waiting. 

Gratefully 	and faithfully yours. 

MANLY P. HALL 
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men it is incognito except to other members of his 
Order. He is a conscious instrument of the" Great 
Plan and perpetuates his body without the pheno
mena of birth and death. He does not have dis
ciples other than initiates and it is exceedingly un
likely that he will make his appearance to any per
son not already highly proficient in occult matters. 
There is no way in which the average layman can 
detect an initiate or an adept. But those who have 
developed a spiritual sensitivity can feel the vibra
tions of these advanced people. T here are also 

peculiarities in the aura by which they can be de
tected by those capable of perceiving these super
physical emanations from the body. It should par

- ticularly be bOJ'ne in mind that the state of initiation 
or adeptship does not release man from the laws 
governing human life, nor will any adept of the 
white path ever break natural laws or encourage 
others to do so. Nor will any initiate or adept use 
occult power to avoid physical responsibility or pain. 
It is a law of the Schools that the supernatural 
powers which man develops must never be used 
personally or selfishly. It was said ot the adept of 
Galilee: ((Others he c:,ould help but himself he could 
not save." 

QUESTION-Please tell us something about the 
antiquity of the Rosicrucian Order. 

ANSWER-The Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross is 
one of the most important occult movements of the 
Western World, for it most certainly perpetuates 
the ancient arcana which is the soul and substance 
of the Mystery Teachings. Like nearly all meta
physical movements, its history is obscure and where 
facts are few fables are never wanting. 

Modern writers upon the subject of the Rosicru
cians have fallen into extravagant statements con
cerning the antiquity 'of the Order. These state
ments are for the most part founded upon the high
ly allegorical account of the antiquity of the Rosi
crucian masters published by John Heydon in the 
last half of the 17th century. History however fails 
to justify Heydon'! flights, and his fantastic story 

_.  

can never be accepted as literally true, t,'lough , sym
bolically speaking, it contains much of vita! interest. 

No bona fide records of the Rosicrucian Society 
have been discovered that clzn be dated earlier than 
the year 1600. In fact prior to 1610 little of tang
ible definition has been discovered. T he Society 
jtself most certainly came into actual existence about 
the beginning of the 17th' century. Its firstpublica
tions may have been circulated in manuscript be
tween 1600 and 1610, but the earliest published evi
dence of the Order did not appear until 1612 to 
1614, when several editions of the FAME AND CON

FESSION OFF THE ROSE CROSS were in circulation. 

It is my opinion, based on considerable examina
tion, that Rosicrucianism, like was not 
a spontaneous revelation but an outgrowth of a chain 
of adequate causes. Mystical societies- in Europe can 
be traced back through the Dark Ages and finally 
mingle themselves with the pagan Mysteries of the 
early centuries of the Christian era. If we speak of 
Rosicrucianism as a mystical tradition we can trace 
it back to Egypt and Atlantis, but when we speak 
of it as a society of men functioning under the laws 
and regulations of a physical society, organized un
der the name Rosicrucian, we must then limit our
selves to the opening years of the 17th century. 

From about 1610 down to the closing years of 
the 18th century the history of the Rosicrucians is 
rather well established, and we have the naines and 
titles of most of the officers of the Order and an 
account fairly complete of their rituals and grades 
and the various reorganizations through which the 
Society passed. 

By the beginning of the 19th century the legiti
mate history is obscured by so involved a complex 
of spurious accounts that we may say that the his
tory of the Society vanishes in a general confusion. 

Yours very sincerely, 

[ R]  




