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Desotod Lo Spiritual and Phbilesophical Roblims - by WManty P Halt

QUESTION—T here are many different schools of
mysticism and occultism in the world. How can
a student discover with certainty the system best
suited to his individual needs?

ANSWER—Philosophic religion has existed among
men from the earliest recorded periods. No age
has been without a spiritual revelation sufficient to
its needs, no race has been left godless, and no na-
tion has risen to power without religious institu-
tions flourishing in its midst. The religious instinct
is-one of those fundamental impulses which all men
share together, and the history of religion is in sub-
stance the history of civilization itself. Nor have
the fundamental principles of religious life and pur-
pose been greatly modified by the passing of cen-
turies. True, the more barbarous practices of sav-
_age peoples have been modified by the cultural
impulses which have developed in the race. But
the essential values of the religious factor in indi-
vidual and collective existence remain practically
unchanged. The theories of religion in vogue to-
day are the same theories which governed spiritual
institutions of the ancient world. Therefore we
may properly interpret the needs of the modern
truth seeker in the light of those codes and prin-
ciples which have survived the vicissitudes of count-
less ages.

Certain facts have been justified by the experi-
ence of ages. Chief of these facts is the inevitable
inequalities which exist in the reasoning capacities
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of men. There has never been a time in recorded
history when the inhabitants of even one commun-
ity were all of equal spiritual achievement. The
several races which together inhabit the earth con-
stitute an innumerable inequality of abilities. The
soctal systems which exist within races or form
parts of nations and communities are themselves
divided into numerous strata according to the men-
tal, spiritual and physical differences which are pres-
ent throughout humanity.

In all times then, and among dall peoples there
are few capable of great perfection of thought and
action, and the vast majority is lacking in the capac-
ity for exact and inspired thinking. It has always
been necessary, therefore, to consider these inequali-
ties when founding or promulgating a religious doc-
trine. This condition, beyond immediate remedy
by man, has forced religious and philosophical sys-
tems to grade their teachings, presenting only the
simplest part of their doctrine to those of immature
intellect, and reserving the most profound of their
wisdom for the discerning and qualified few.

If we realize with St. Paul that all men are not
equally qualified to receive those esoteric traditions
which are the very soul and substance of religion,
we can understand the origin of those numerous
cults which must inevitably spring up to serve the
spiritual needs of a greatly diversified humankind.
There must be “milk for babes” and “meat for
men.” There must be simple revelations suitable
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