' Poss

Los Brgalic
cas.
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Devoted tor Spiritual and Fhilosophical Foblms -- by Nlanty P Hall
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The second year of our Student's Monthly Letter
begins with this issue. We feel that many people
studying the Ancient Wisdom teachings will be in-
terested in a more or less detailed consideration of
vital problems which arise in the course of their
studies. The pursuit of knowledge is beset with
numerous hazards. Questions arise, problems pre-
sent themselves, and the course of action becomes
confused and tangled. In order that the mind may
be left free in its quest for essential truth there must
be a general sense of intellectual security. Benjamin
Franklin is accredited with the adage: “Be sure you
are right and then go ahead.” In devoting our next
twelve letters to vital questions dealing with meta-
physical issues we hope to correct some popular
misconceptions in the field and assist the average
student to orient himself in the vast world of philos-
ophy. Each month, therefore, we will take some
major problem and after treating its general signifi-
cance break it up into its lesser aspects and indicate
a sound course of action in the department of think-
ing or living under consideration.

QUESTION: HOW CAN A STUDENT OF THE AN-
CIENT WISDOM TEACHINGS CONTACT BONA FIDE SOURCES
OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY AND SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTION ?
WHAT IS THE SAFEST COURSE FOR STUDENTS OF HIGHER
KNOWLEDGE TO PURSUE AT THIS TIME IN THEIR QUEST
FOR WISDOM ?

For thousands of years the wisest and noblest of
human beings in every civilization and nation have
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desired truth above any temporal position. The
quest for truth is life’s noblest adventure, and the

. achievement of truth is the perfect reward for per-

fect action. There is a well-worn path which Bud-
dha called the Middle Way which avoids all of the
extremes and inconsistencies of action and leads
finally to a life of wisdom. T housands of years of
experience have established and developed, and to
a relative degree perfected, the science of salvation
through wisdom. There is one right way and many
wrong ways to do anything. There is only one en-
trance to the great temple of universal knowledge.
He who attempts to go in by any other door or to
storm the high citadel of truth, the same is a “thief
and a robber.” Those who dedicate themselves to
the processes of discipline and self-improvement set
down by the old masters are preparing themselves
to-enter the house of wisdom by the proper gate.
On the other hand, such foolish mortals as believe
they can breathe, chant, intone, psychologize or
affirm themselves into a state of all-knowing are
trying to pick locks for which they have not filed
the key. Such misguided ones are like the howling
dervishes described by Omar who wail before the
temple gates but have nothing in them that merits
their admission.

As Immanuel Kant has pointed out, man search-
ing for wisdom has two courses open to him. He
may either direct his faculties INWARDLY to achieve
an internal contact with the source of wisdom, or
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