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The second year of our Student's Monthly Letter 
begins with this issue. We feel that many people 
studying the Ancient Wisdom teachings will be in
terested in a more or less detailed consideration of 
vital problems which arise in the course of their 
studies. The pursuit of knowledge is beset with 
numerous hazards. Questions arise, problems pre
sent themselves, and the course of action becomes 
confused and tangled. In order that the mind may 
be left free in its quest for essential truth there must 
be a general sense of intellectual security. Benjamin 
Franklin is accredited with the adage: "Be sure you 
are right and then go ahead." In devoting our next 
twelve letters to vital questions dealing with meta
physical issues we hope to correct some popular 
misconceptions in the field and assist the average 
student to orient himself in the vast world of philos
ophy. Each month, th~refore, we will tak£ .some 
major problem and after treating its general signifi
cance break it up into its lesser aspects and indicate 
a sound course of action in the department of think
ing or living under consideration. 

QUESTION: HOW CAN A STUDENT OF THE AN

CIENT WISDOM TEACHINGS CONTACT BONA FIDE SOURCES 

OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY AND SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTION? 

WHAT IS THE SAFEST COURSE FOR STUDENTS OF HIGHER 

KNOWLEDGE TO PURSUE AT THIS TIME IN THEIR QUEST 

FOR WISDOM? 

For thousands of years the wisest and noblest of 
human beings in every civilization and nation have 
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desired truth above any temporal position. The 
quest for truth is life's noblest adventure, and the 
achievement of truth is the perfect reward for per
fect action. There is a well-worn path which Bud
dha called the Middle Way which avoids all of the 
extremes and inconsistencies of action and leads 

finally to a life of wisdom. Thousands of years of 
experience have established and developed, and to 
a relative degree perfected, the science of salvation 
through wisdom. There is one right way and many 
wrong ways to do anything. There is only one en
trance to the great temple of universal knowledge. 
He who attempts to go in by any other door or to 
storm the high citadel of truth, the same is a "thief 
and a robber." Those who dedicate themselves to 
the processes of discipline and self-improvement set 
down by the old masters are preparing themselves 
-to- enter-tht:-h-ouJe-vt-wi~-tfom by the proper gate. 
On the other hand, such foolish mortals as believe 
they can breathe, chant, intone, psychologi.ze or 
affirm themselves into a state of all-knowing are 
trying to pick locks for which they have not filed 
the key. Such misguided ones are like the howling 
dervishes described by Omar who wail before the 
temple gates but have nothing in them that merits 
their admission. 

As Immanuel Kant has pointed out, man search
ing for wisdom has two courses open to him. He 
may either direct his faculties INWARDLY to achieve 
an internal contact with the source of wisdom, or 
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original source materia(. In our own wanderings the general principles of philosophy and the occult 
we have contacted hundreds of occult students who sciences, but who desires to perfect and direct his 
have spent comparatively large sums in the quest of knowledge: 
spiritual knowledge. : Only recently one person 
told me that she had just paid a hundred and fifty 
dollars to a fraudulent teacher in return for spiritual 
instruction which she never got. All she really re
ceived for her money was a serious nervous ailment 
brought about by trick breathing. This hundred 
and fifty dollars, if expended upon a few choice 
books, would have greatly enriched the person. in 
the knowledge she so earnestly desired. She would 
have had to spend four years at least reading these 
books, studying them and thinking about them. 

She would have finished this task several times bet
ier informed than the itinerant teacher who cheated 
her out of the money. 

People sometimes say that they do not want to 
study at home, that they find no pleasure in long 
evenings with heavy books. If such is the case, 
three or four kindred minds can study together, us
ing the book as their text and teacher, and creating 
what the Greeks called a symposium. Larger groups 
are usually unfortunate even if sincere, but a half 
a dozen or less, meeting regularly over a long per
iod, can accomplish a great deal. At least they 

avoid the exploitation and disillusionment met with 
when accepting the words of unknown and unquali
fied persons. 

My experience with books in the field of occult
ism is reasonably wide. I have often thought about 
practical libraries for occult students, ranged accord
ing to levels of cost to meet the needs and financial 
limitations of students. An amazingly good library 
can be accumulated for as low as fifty dollars, and 
for five hundred dollars as a maximum a working 
laboratory of knowledge can be accumulated which 
will enlighten and enrich the thinking man or wo
man throughout life. Of course, if books are used 
as ornaments for the library shelf, they will do no 
good, but if studied intelligently and diligently and 
their principles applied, they will not only enrich 
the mind but will to great measure RELEASE THE 

STREAMS OF INWARD INSPIRATION. 

As a working basis, let us assume a library of 
ten books, carefully selected and fitted to the needs 
of the individual who is reasonably familiar with 

1. � "" THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY, by Thomas 
Stanley. 

2. "" � PROCLUS ON THE THEOLOGY OF PLATO, 

translated by Thomas Taylor. 
3. "" THE RESTITUTION OF PLATONIC THEOLOGY, 

by T homas Taylor. 
4. "" � ANACALYPSIS, by Godfrey Higgins. 
5. ISIS UNVEILED, by H. P. Blavatsky. 
6. THE SECRET DOCTRINE, by H. P. BlavatskY. 
7. � MANKIND, ITS ORIGIN AND DESTINY, by an 

Anonymous Master of Arts of Oxford. 
8. �THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION, by 

Max Heindel. 
9. MORALS AND DOGMA OF THE SCOTTISH RITE, 

by Albert Pike. 
10. �THE BHAGAVAD-GITA, a fragment from the 

Hindu classic The Mahabharata. 

At the present price of books, this library would 
cost about a hundred and seventy-five dollars. The 
four books marked with an asterisk (*) are ex
pensive and can only be secured through a rare 
book dealer. 

Any person possessing these ten volumes has a 
life work ahead of them to master and apply the 
knowledge contained in them. In the presence of 
such literature as this, words of power that will live 
through the ages, no student of the ancient wisdom 
needs to feel that he is without a means of knowing 
truth. The knowledge is here and awaits the in
dustry of the student. No further revelation is nec
essary while these textbooks 'remain easily available 
and comparatively unread and undigested. 

A good book is the modern occult student's saf
est approach to the teachings of those old masters 
whose wisdom we so sadly need in this world of 
materialism. 

In our next letter we shall take up the third 
branch of our study of external means of contacting 
wisdom. We shall consider Nature as a textbook 
of the divine law. 

Yours very sincerely, 

MANLY P. HAIL•. 
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