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THE MASTERY OF
FEAR

— (Continued from Dec. 1934)

Theologians went into real estate rather heav-
ily. Vast edifices stood proxy for piety and various
orgamizations became more interested in the num-
ber of their members than they were in the quality
thereof. Religion compromised itself, descended
from the non-commercial aloofness which was its
original estate. The t/zeologicaf mind wandered
from the contemplation of the Kingdom of God
to the contemplation of the kingdoms of the earth.
The humble simplicity of faith which was its
strength gave place to a gaudy unsatisfying com-
plexity, and mankind lost its spiritual preceptor.

The cry is: Back to simple things, to simple
lives, to an almost mendicant existence. Men, tired
of the sham and responsibility of unnecessary pos-
sessions, are beginning to question the desirability
of accumulation. Religion should lead in this pil-
grimage towards simplicity.
15 unbecoming and the pompous pedagogue is rel-
egated to the limbo. Our world is coming to a
philosophy of work, and theology should be a re-
ligion of works. As soon as man is satisfied with
little, as soon as ambition no longer tempts him
to excess, as soon as he regains his power of indi-
vidual sufficiency, so soon he will master fear.

Mahatma Gandhi is a dramatic example of the
new world trend toward simplicity. In his own
life this extraordinary man achieves religion in ac-
tion. This little brown ascetic challenges the in-
volved theologies and policies of the world. He
has accomplished within himself the virtues which

Ostentation in faith

men have preached for ages and .have failed to live
even for a day. Gandhi would bring all men to-
gether in a true fellowship of intelligent action and
spiritually enlightened endeavor. In his realization
of the essential values of life Mahatma Gandhi- has
mastered fear, and would lead his brother creatures
from a collapsing structure of doubt to-a newer and
broader dwelling of certainties. Impersonal love,
sincerely applied to the common problems of man-
kind, cannot fail to bring about-a beautiful and
permanent solution.

When religion approaches the social problem
not with threats of hell or hope of heaven, but with
a simple handclasp of friendship, when the priest
is again the shepherd of his flock, then we may hope
for the dawn of a more enlightened age. The
greatest preaching of Christendom was done to
barefoot men along the road to Nazareth; the su-
preme inspiration of the Buddhist faith came from
a shaven-headed mendicant seated on'a hillock ‘with
no roof but the sky and no dtar but the dry earth.
Was Islam ever richer than when the Prophet
preached the Suras in secret to a faithful few? Re-
ligions are not great because of the numbers of
their followers, the vastness of their temples, nor
the wealth of their orders; they are great only
when their doctrine is vitally necessary to men. All
this must be re-clarified if faith is once more to lead
the march of progress. R

The richest civilization that ever existed is bank-
rupt for ideals. If this Fellowship of Faiths can
bring the great religions of the world to the reali-
zation of the necessity of forgetting their schisms
and their discords, and uniting to the common task
of preserving the idealism of the race, it can make
the greatest contribution of all modern times to the
preservation of society. In the face of this great












