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darkness of ignorance, bestowing a malevolent in­HEALING tent upon every shadow. 

By MANLY HALL Whatever we believe, no matter how ridiculous, 
we can quickly find evidence to support. We read(Continued from Oct. Letter Supplement) 
into oooks what we want to"ji;;d th; re ~nd we per­

Occult philosophy is not suited for small capaci­ ceive in life that which we desire to perceive. Thus 
ties and when little minds grasp at great subjects an imagination complex, once established, gathers 
there is usually much misunderstanding to say the momentum with every passing year until it seems 
least. To imagine oneself the victim of an endless to the unfortunate person who has it that the whole 
chain of infernal necromancies or to feel oneself the universe testifies to his superstition. 
incarnation of a demigod . must lead to disastrous 
complexes. If students of metaphysics could realize There is a fine line of demarcation between 

that the whole universe is ruled by law and order imagination and clairvoyance and many persons 
and that a sovereign good directs it all, they would who believe that they have actually experienced 

know without queStion that while small ills may spiritual phenomena have really only suffered from 
temporarily obscure the divine purpose, in time and a highly aggravated attack of imagination. It has 
eternity all things work together for good. It is been our observation that most people who say they 

the. duty of man to conquer the unkn~wn through have metaphysical experiences have experiences sim­
intelligent effort and not to sit shivering in the ilar to those which they have recently read in books 

THE PRAYER OF FIRMICUS 

"But les! m~ word! be bereft of divine aid and the envy of some hateful rJ1.an impugn them by kOL .!. 
tile attacks, whoever thou art, God, who continuest day after day the course of the heavens in rapid rota­
tion, who perpetuatest the mobile agitation of ocean's tides, who strengthenest earth's solidity in the im­
movable strength of its foundation, who refresh est with night's sleep the toil of our earthly bodies, who 
when our strength is renewed return est the grace of sweetest light, who stirrest all the substance of thy 
work by the salutary breath of the winds, who pourest forth the waves of streams and fountains in tire­
Less force, who revolvest the varied seasons by sure periods of days: sole Governor and Prince of all, sole 
Emperor and Lord, whom all the celestial forces serve, whose will is the substance of perfect work, by 
whose faultless laws all nature is forever adorned aTJd regulated; thou Father alike and Mother of every 
thing, thou bound to thyself, Father and Son. by one bond of relationship; to Thee we extend suppliant 
hands, Thee with trembling supplication we venerate; grant us grace to attempt the explanation of the 
courses of thy stars; thine is the power that somehow impels us to that interpretation. With a mind 
pure and separated fro m all earthly thoughts and purged from every stain of sin we have written these 
books for thy Romans." 







task the physician may -become a victim of the ob­
session himself. The problem of obsession is treated 
-in the New Testament under the terminology of 
"casting out demons." 

Type C: In addition to these major forms of 
occult disease there are numerous others which have 
been cataloged by Paracelsus, but we need here 

only sum them up under the general heading of oc­
mIt mal-practice, or as it is more commonly known. 
black magic. It is an eternal but unwritten law 0/ 
tile philosophers that no secret of occult philosophy 
can be used legitimately for any selfish or personal 
reason. It is said of the Initiate as of Jesus that; 
others he can help but himself he cannot save. By 
this it is not meant that each person should not 
protect himself by every reasonable and proper 
means, but he must never attempt to direct occult 
forces upon himself. Those who study metaphysics 
therefore with an eye to the improvement of their 
material state and in order that they may have an 
advantage over their fellow creatures and more read­
ily exploit them, are guilty of the unpardonable 
sin. Spiritual arts must always be used for the com­
mon good and any other application is deadly. Self­
ishness disqualifies a metaphysicirm and if he enters 
upon the subject of metaphysics with an ulterior 
motive that motive itself will be his undoing. The 
shores of the sea of metaphysics are strewn with 
the wreckage of the unworthy. 

We can only have true contentment when we 
live in perfect harmony with the law which created 
us and' by which we are maintained. Any devia­
tion from this law brings about our destruction. 
Absolute adjustment with Nature's purposes is the 
secret of both happiness and longev·ity. Disease is 
a departure from Nature; health a return again. 
To realize this is to possess the secret of life and to 
apply this realization is to live. N ature is just and 
the un just must perish for their intemperance; Na­
ture is impersonal and all that is personal must pass 
away. Nature envies nothing, is jealous of nothing, 
and is a stranger to ambition. All who are moti­
vated by impulses less universal than those of life 
itself will be destroyed by the inadequacy of their 
own ideals. Those who are narrow cease for lack 
of breadth; those who are shallow perish for lack 
of depth. Only such as are in all things moderate, 
in all things consistent, and in all things natural 
can survive, for these live on because they partake 
of the qualities of continuance. Sharing in the quali­
ties of the gods (who have neither beginning nor 
end) man thus unfolds one by one every divine 
potentiality until his divine destiny is at length ful­
filled. Disease, decay, and death are absorbed into 
the etfulgency of the illumined soul; and man di­
verging from the limitations of the flesh, inclines 
towards immortality, to finally merge himself with 
infinite and changeless Good. 

THE END 
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