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MONTHLY LETTER.
Devated Lo Spiritual and Fhilssophical Roblims -- Ly Hlanty P Hall

Dear Friend:

The seventh and last department of Metaphysics
deals with the Nature of Divine and Human Re-
lationships. The term theological is generally ap-
plied to that branch of metaphysics which attempts
to coordinate spiritual and physical laws.

T he visible universe is regarded by mystical phil-
osophers as the shadow or reflection in matter of
the invisible spiritual universe. In the ancient writ-
ings the spiritual universe is termed the superior
sphere for in it abide the Principles of all things.
The term “principles” in this case infers not only
the essential substance or spiritual part of every
nature but also the laws and patterns by which
these spiritual parts exist and unfold themselves.
The antithesis of spirit is matter, and the material
universe therefore is regarded as a sort of ground
or earth in which the spiritual principles are sown
__as seed and in which each grows up according to
its own law. As the physical forms of plants grow
upward towards the physical sun and unfold them-
selves in and by its energy, so the spiritual disposi-
tions of all creatures expand towards the spiritual
sun, are sustained in and by it, and come to their
perfections in its effulgency.

The initiated philosophers, in harmony with
this concept of divine order, classified all knowledge
under two headings—sacred and profane. They
-defined sacred learning as primary knowledge, and
profane learning as secondary knowledge. The
term “primary knowledge” infers a knowledge
founded upon the understanding of spiritual causes.
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Secondary knowledge infers the absence of the
spiritual factor. Any system of thinking which
ignores the divine foundation of life is said to be
lacking in primary fact and is therefore secondary
or profane.

Materialism is a comparatively modern inven-
tion of the human mind. Materialism not only
ignores but actually denies the metaphysical fac-
tor in thought and action. Antiquity was dedicated
to its gods. The princes of the ancient states ac-
knowledged their vassalage to that divine kingdom
which extends throughout all space and is absolute
in its dominion. The modern world acknowledges
no authority beyond the petty despotisms which it
sets up and circumscribes with its small vision and
purpose. Man has exiled himself from the empire
of space and is satisfied to live without wisdom and
die without hope.

One of the primary functions of metaphysics is
to incline the human reason towards an intelligent
consideration of man’s place in the diwvine plan.
Metaphysics seeks to establish a closer harmony be-
tween divine will and human action. Metaphysics
does not infer blind faith, or the unquestioned
worship of unknown gods, but rather seeks to estab-
lish a rational sympathy between heaven and earth,
a conscious and intelligent cooperation between man
and the laws that govern him. The numerous evils
which afflict the race, the crimes and disasters from
which we suffer, are most of them traceable to the
absence of the metaphysical factor in education and

life.












