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and on the day of his death lifted his weary 
head to catch the words of some discoursing 
friends. Being asked why he did this he 
answered, "that I may learn evcn while I _ 
am departing from this life." 

Herewith ,are a few fragments from the 
wisdom of Solon: 

I-If all men should bring their misfortunes 
together in one place, each one would carry 
his own home again rather than take an 

share from the common stock. 

2-T he happiness of the outward life arises 
from honest action and temperate living. 

3-To one who compJained of the weight 
and number of his troubles, Solon said: 
U Come into this tamer and, view the build­
ings below and ponder upon the number of 
sorrows that heretofore, now, and hence­
forth shall dwell-together under these roofs, 
and speak not of misery elSthough you bore 
them all." 

4-lv!ake reason the g'uide of every action. 
I _ :_ ; 

S-Reason concerning hidden things from 
those things which are 

Solon studied philosophy with Psenophis 
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of Heliopolis and of Sais, the most 
learned and venerated of the Egyptian 
priest-philosophers, ,by whom, according to 
Plato, he Was taught the ,language of the 
Atlanteans. ,', ,- - , ­

': ." 

GREAT SAYINGS OF THE SOPHjSTS 

(From the Collection of Sosiades). 

I-Be in childhood modest, in youtk tern:  
perate, in manhood just, in old age pru­
dent-then die, .untroubled. '.'  

2-Follow God.  
3-0bey the law.  
4-Worship the gods. ­ 
S-Suffer for justice. '  

hospitality.  
7-Govern anger.  
8--Exercise prudence.  
9-Love  

1O-Hon or providence. ,  
ll-Emulate wisdom.  
12-Praise virtue. , .  
13-.00 that which is just. - f  

14-Practice generosity. '  
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15-Be a lotler of w~sdom. 
16-What you know, do. 
17-Contlerse with the wise. 
18-Retlerence the good. 
19-Curb thy tongue. 
20-Us.e. wealth wisely. 1:"1 
2r-Be grateful. . 

22-Wai! for opportunity. 

23-Expect age. 

24-Boast not of strength~ 


25-Be netler weary' of learning. 

26-Blame not the absent. . 

27-Teach those who are younger. 

28-Put no faith in wealth. J 


29-Trust not fortune. 

30-Keep secrets. 

3I-Honor yourself. 

32-Return what is not Jyour own. 

33-Abstain from bloodshed. 

34-Desire nothing unrea~onable. 


35-Trust no man-distrust no man. 

36-Blame only those who are present. . 

37-Search into e.tlil" but ,be' not corrupted. 
38-Be gentle to all. " , 

39-Honor the ancestors. 

40-Deride not the dead. 

4I-Criticise not the unhappy. 

42-Be not troubled. 

43-Be as generous to yourself as to your 

friend. 

44-Apply thyself to discipline. 

45-Pursue that which is noble. 

46-Descend not from generals to particu­

lars. 

47-Be economical of time. 

48-1nstruct your children. 

49-1f you hatJe, withhold nothing. 

50-Fear most deceit. 

51-Speak well of etlery man. 

52-Judge honestly. 

53-Approtie hope. 

54-Acknowledge superiority. 

55-Rejoice in greatness. 

56-Atloid dissension. 

57-Be fearless in undertaking. 

58-Admire the oracles. 

59-Lotle those you sertle. 

60-Promise nothing. 
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